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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 4-6,1 1-13 and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Adrian et al. 

The relevance of the reference to these claims has been explained in prior OflRce actions. 
The arguments against both rejections were presented together and will be addressed together 
below. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to 
the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was 



Application/Control Number: 09/346361 
Art Unit: 



Page 3 



made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 4-6,1 1-13 and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Howatt. 

The relevance of this reference has likewise been explained previously. In regard to the 
arguments presented against both rejections, the claims do not specify that the H-bridge controller 
receives a two state signal and generates a three state output as a function of the difference 
between the two states; rather, only that the H-bridge outputs three states. This is disclosed in the 
prior art of record as has been previously explained. 

Claims 14-25 and 28-39 are allowed for reasons already given. 
THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1. 136(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this 



final action. 




y SjevenJ.Mottol; 
Primary Examirr^r 



